. Early Minutes of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina 


State of North Carolina . 
At a Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient 
and Honorable Society of Free and Accept- 
ed Masons held at Tarborough on the 24th 
day of June, A. L. 5789. 


Present 
The Most Worshipful Major General—Richard Caswell 
Esquire G. M. 
The Right Worshipful, the Honorable—James Glasgow 
S. G. W. 


The R. W. S. W. Arnett J. G. W. 
R. W. Thomas Hunter G. T. Pro tem 
R. W. Wm. Johnston Dawson G. S. 

The Most Worshipful, appointed Brother James Ellis, 
Grand Senior Deacon, and The R. W. Brother Glasgow, ap- 
pointed Brother Winston Caswell, Junior Grand Deacon. 

The Lodge was then opened in due form. 

Brother Arnett having informed the most Worshipful, that 
Several Brethern who had been deputised by their respec- 
tive Lodges to represent them in the Grand Lodge, were 
then attending, He was pleased to order that they should 
deliver in the Certificates of their several appointments. 
When Brothers 

John Osborn Washington Lodge, Washington 

Edwad. Jones. S. W. St. John’s, Wilmington 

Patk. Garvey S. W. Royal William, Winton 

Thos. Hunter. M. St. Tamany, Williamston. 

Jos. Bryan S. W. St. Tamany, Williamston. 

Jno. Conroy J. W. St. Tamany, Williamston. 
Brothers 

Lunsford Long S. W. Royal White Hart, Halifax 

Abner Neale St. John’s No. 2, Newbern 

Benj. Manchester St. John’s No. 2, Newbern 

Benj. Douglass Caswell Brotherhood, Caswell Cy. 

Robt. I. Steele Caswell Brotherhood, Caswell Cy. 

Having produced their Credentials were admitted, and 
took their seats as Delegates from their respective Lodges. 

Letters with some other papers therewith enclosed, rela- 
tive to their respective private regulations, and concerns, 
from the Lodges of Unanimity, Edenton, Independence, 
Chatham, & Washington, were received and ordered to be 
filed with the Secretary. 
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This being the Anniversary of St. John the Baptist, and a 
Dinner being prepared at the Court house, for the Brethern 
to celebrate the same according to the Ancient Usage of 
Free Masons. 

Resolved. That the following gentlemen be invited to 
dine with them viz. Messrs. William and Thomas Blount, 
Leigh, Hall, Harvey, Ross, Sheppard, Ogg & Cooper. 

The Lodge having taken into consideration the claims of 
the Wilmington and Halifax Lodges, to precedence: agree 
to lay over the further consideration of the same until to- 
morrow morning. 

Read a Petition from sundry brethern residing at and near 
Murfreesborough praying a Charter to hold a Lodge in the 
said town by the name of the American George, which was 
granted, Ordered that the Secretary issue a Warrant to the 
said Brethern until a Charter can be made out. 

The Lodge was then closed until tomorrow morning at 
tive o'clock. 

Thursday, 25th, June A. L. 5789 

On resuming the consideration of the Wilmington & Hali- 
fav claims the Lodge not conceiving themselves sufficiently 
informed on the subject decline giving a decision thereon, 
until their next meeting at Fayette and to avoid difficul- 
ties of a similar nature for the future, it is Resolved, that the 
proofs of the dates of the Chariers of the several Lodges be 
produced at their next meeting at Fayetteville in order that 
the new Charters may be numbered, as no further time will 
be given. 

Brother Manchester having informed the Lodge that the 
Committee appointed at the last meeting at Newbern to re- 
vise our By-Laws had neglected to perform that duty, and 
it appearing highly necessary that the business should be 
completed without delay, it is Resolved, that Brothers Man- 
chester, Jones and Garvey be appointed a Committee to 
revise the By-Laws of this Lodge and that they make their 
report this day. 

Called to refreshments for one hour— 

9 o'clock ead. die. 

Received an invitation from Col. Blount to dine with him. 
Ordered that the Secretary inform Mr. Blount that those who 
were not previously engaged will wait on him. 

On Motion of Brother Glasgow seconded by Brother Jones, 
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Resolved, that the Secretary transmit copies of the Rules and 
Regulations of this Lodge to each of the Lodges in the State 
so far as they may relate to their private Government and 
to request that they will comply with the same. 

Read a Petition from Col. Ben. Shepperd praying to be 
initiated into the Honorable and Ancient Society of Free 
and Accepted Masons which was granted. 

The Most Worshipful was pleased to order a Lodge to be 
held for that purpose under the direction of the R. W. 
Brother Glasgow. 

The Committee appointed to revise the By-Laws made the 
following report which was concurred with. Viz. 

Ist. That a Grand Lodge be held on the third Monday in 
November annually at such place as the Most Worshipful 
shall appoint. 

2nd. That every member shall annually pay the sum of 
Forty Shillings to the General Fund, which payment shall 
commence on the Annual Lodge Day: and any Brother 
hereafter becoming a member shall be subject to the Pay- 
ment of Three Pounds, on his admission. 

3rd. That every Private Lodge shall pay into the Treasury 
of this Lodge the sum of Ten Pounds annually, to be ap- 
plied to Charitable & such other uses, as this Lodge from 
time to time may direct; and also, shall transmit by the 
Masters and Wardens, or such as shall attend, the names 
of the present members, and of those who may hereafter be 
admitted into their respective Lodges, with the times and 
places of their usual meetings, together with a copy of their 
By-Laws, Regulations, and such extracts from their Journals 
& proceedings, as may be thought necessary. 

4th. That there shall be paid into the Treasury, for every 
Charter or Warrant for holding a New Lodge, the Sum of 
Ten Pounds tor every Charter renewed, Forty Shillings. 

‘Sth. That the Treasurer shall keep fair and regular ac- 
counts of all monies by him received and paid away, and 
shall at the annual meeting, lay the same with the vouch- 
ers, before the Lodge for their inspection and adjustment. 
And on the Treasurer being superceded in office, he shall 
immediately pay into the hands of his successors the bal- 
ance which may appear to be due from him to the Lodge. 

6th. That the Several private Lodges shall transmit to the 
Secretary of this Lodge, a copy of their Charters, that they 
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may be arranged accordingly to their respective Dates. 

7th. That the Secretary shall issue Summonses, for the 
Members of the Lodge to attend at such times and places, 
as the Grand Master shall appoint. 

8th. That if any member shall leave the Lodge without 
the permission of the Master, he shall pay the sum of Five 
Shillings. 

9th. That every Member who makes a motion shall de- 
liver a transcript of the same to the Secretary before the 
question is put. 

10. That a Committee of Correspondence shall be annu- 
ally appointed. 

llth. That each member of the Grand Lodge shall be 
entitled to a Certificate thereof, which shall entitle him, to 
admission to any Lodge in the State, and to all the Rights 
& Privileges, which the Members of such Lodges respectively 
prosess. 

12th. That these Laws be entered in a bound book, and 
signed by every Member on his admission, who shall there- 
after be entitled to vote. 

On Motion of Brother Arnett seconded by Brother Neale. 

Resolved: That it be recommended to the different Lodges 
in this State, that if any of their Members, shall misbehave 
themselves in such a manner as to render expulsion neces- 
sary to send Circular letters to the Grand Lodge, and to the 
several private Lodges in the State, informing them of such 
Expulsion, together with the nature of the Offence. 

Called to refreshment for three hours. 

3 Oclk ead, die. 

On Motion of Brother Jones, seconded by Brother Garvey. 

Resolved, that on every Question which may hereafter 
come before this Lodge, the votes shall be taken by Lodges. 

Resolved, that the Most Worshipful Grand Master, the R. 
W. Brother Glasgow, & the R. W. Brother Winston Caswell, 
be appointed a Committee of Correspondence, to improve 
and Support an intercourse, with our brethern of the Cratt, 
throughout the United States. 

The Lodge was then closed in due form until the third 


Monday in November next. 
W. S. Dawson, G. S. 
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At a Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons held at Fayetteville on the 17th 
day of November, A. D. 1789 and A. L. 


5789. 
PRESENT 
The Most Worshipful, the Honorable James Glasgow G. M. 
protem. 
R. W. S. W. Arnett S. G. W. protem. 
S. Cabarrus J. G. W. 
C. Johnston G. T. 
L. Long S. G. D. 
M. Handy J. G. D. 
Wm. J. Dawson G. Sec. 

Brother Armstrong, Mare, Guion, Murtfree, Porterfield, 
Winslow, Read, Hill, Leach and Macon. 

Read a Letter from Brother James Ellis excusing his non- 
attendance and requesting the Lodge to accept a cushion 
which was accepted. 

Also a letter from the Kinston Lodge Deputising Bros. Wm. 
Randal and M. Handy to represent them in the Lodge. Also, 
a Petition from Brother John Hamilton requesting to be ad- 
mitted a member of this Lodge. 

Ordered to lie on the Table for further consideration. 

Received the By-Laws from the Kinston and American 
George Lodges. 

Ordered that the Secretary give Notice to the Brethern in 
Town to meet at the old State House tomorrow at 3 o'clock 
in order to nominate Officers for ensuing year and for the 
dispatch of other Business. 

Closed till three o'clock tomorrow. 


Tuesday 18th, 3 O'clock 

The Lodge opened in due form. Present as before and 
Brother John Stokes. 

Read a Petition from sundry Brethern in Mero District 
praying the Grand Lodge to grant them a Charter for holding 
a Lodge by the name of St. Tamany, which was granted. 
Also a letter from the Johnston Caswell Lodge on the Sub- 
ject of their Charter, Ordered to be filed with the Secretary. 

On Motion of Brother Guion—Ordered that brothers Guion, 
Stokes and Cabarrus be a Committee to regulate the mode 
of mourning for our late much laminted Grand Master Rich- 
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-ard Caswell Esquire. 

The Lodge AGREEABLY TO THE Order of yesterday pro- 
ceeded to the Nomination of Grand Officers for ensuing year 
when His Excellency Brothers Samuel Johnston was nomi- 
nated G. M., James Glasgow, D. G. M. Stokes and Guion 
S. G. W. L. Long J. G. W. Cabarrus G. T. Manchester and 
Dawson G. Sec. 

On Motion of Brother Long Ordered that Brother Read be 
admitted a member of this Lodge. 

Closed in due form till tomorrow. 


Wednesday 19th. 

The Lodge opened in due form. 

Present as before. 

Read a Petition from some Brethern residing in the West- 
ern District praying a Charter. 

Ordered That Brother Stokes, Cabarrus and Macon be a 
Committee to enquire into the Facts Stated in the said peti- 
tion and that they report on the Same as soon as possible. 

The Committee appointed to regulate the Mourning for 
the late G. Master. 

Report 

That the Grand Lodge of the State of North Carolina 
deeply affected by the Great loss Sustained by the death ot 
the honorable Richard Caswell Esquire our late worthy and 
most worshipful Grand Master and, anxious to perpetuate 
his Memory as well as to render every private and public 
tribute to his departed meret do Order and agree that we 
will wear a plain White Scarf on the left arm until the 10th 
day of December nexi, we also recommend to the different 
regular Lodges in the State to meet in their respective Lodge 
rooms on the third Monday in January and move from 
thence in procession to some convenient place to perform 
divine service after which they will return to their Lodges 
and spend the day in a Solemn manner, it is further recom- 
mended that they ware plain white scarfs on their left arms 
for one Month after the said meeting and it is lastly recom- 
mended that it be noted in the Books of all the said Lodges 
that on Tuesday the tenth day of November the said Hon- 
orable Richard Caswell esquire Grand Master departed 
this life much regreited by the Cratt. 

The Lodge concurred with the said report 
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On Motion.of Brother Stokes Resolved that the Secretary 
be directed io enclose so much of the minutes of the Grand 
Lodge as particularly relate to the death of our late Grand 
Master with the black lines. 

Read a Petition from Brothers Johnston, Cabarrus request- 
ing to be advanced to the degree of Mark Masters which 
was granted, Ordered that a Marke Masters Lodge be held 
tomorrow Evening for that purpose 

Ordered that the Grand Officers be ballotted for on Friday 
evening. 

Closed till Friday Evening. 


Friday 2lst. 

Lodge opened present as before. 

Agreeably to the Order of Wednesday the Lodge pro- 
ceeded to ballot for the Grand Officers of the ensuing year; 
when the Most Worshipful Samuel Johnston was elected 
Grand Master, James Glasgow, DGM S W Arnett S G W, 
L. Long J G W, Stephen Cabarrus, G T, Wm. J Dawson G Sec. 

Ordered that they be severally installed on Monday Even- 
ing next. 

On Motion of Brother Cabarrus 

Resolved that the deputies of the Several Lodges now at- 
tending be required to pay up their annual Quotos of their 
respective Lodges on Munday Evening next, and that the 
Members of this Lodge appear and Settle up their arrears 
at the same time. 

On Motion of Brother Armstrong Ordered that a pass 
Masters Lodge be held tomorrow night. 

Read the Petition of Brothers Stokes, Macon etc, requesting 
to be advanced to the degree of Marke Masters—Granted. 

Ordered that a Marke Masters Lodge be held for that 
purpose tomorrow evening. 

Closed till Munday Evening. 


Munday 24th. 
Lodge opened present as before. 
And Brother Johnston agreeably to the Order of Friday 
the Grand Officers were severally installed 
The Committee to who was referred the petition of Brother 
Anderson etc, of the Western District. 
Report. 


165 


1937 3s Nocalore Voll. VII 


That from the best information they could obtain the said 
Brethern are entitled to a Charter. Ordered that the Secre- 
tary issue one. Resolved that those Lodges who shall fail 
to produce the dates of their respective Charters agreeably 
to the Requisition heretofore made shall have no subsequent 
claim to precedence in which they apply but that they shall 
take ranks according to the rotation in which they apply. 

Ordered that the Secretary transmit the above Resolution 
as well as the report of the Committee on Wednesday to the 
Several Lodges in the State. 

The Lodge was then Closed sine die. 

W J Dawson, G Sec. 


Wednesday 26th, November 

In consequence of a representation made to the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Setting forth that the necessary 
business of the Lodge had not been completed at the last 
meeting he was pleased to order a Lodge to be held this 
evening for that purpose. 

The Lodge was accordingly opened in due form. 

Present 

His Excellency the M W Grand Master, the rest of the R W 
Grand Officers brothers Johnston, Stokes, Porterfield and 
Guion. 

Read a Petition from several Brethern residing in Jones 
County praying a Charter for holding a Lodge in that County 
which was Granted. Ordered that the Secretary make out 
a Dispensation. 

Ordered that the Treasurer furnish the sum requisite to 
finish the Grand Seal at New York. 

Brother Guion produced the Charter of New Bern Lodge 
bearing date the llth of January 5782 (sic-5772) 

Ordered that the Treasurer be directed to inform the Sev- 
eral Lodges in arrears that they now stand indebted to this 
Lodge in the Sum of Ten Pounds on account of their annual 
quota; agreeably to the requisition contained in the Laws of 
this Lodge and to request that they will be more punctual 
in their future payments. Also to require the Members ot 
this Lodge to pay up the arrears now due. 

Resolved that a certificate of the appointment of the M W 
Grand Master be made out on parchment and signed by the 
Officers of this Grand Lodge. 
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On Motion of Brother Cabarrus Resolved that Hyram be 
the Grand Pass Word for the Regulation of the Several 
Lodges in the State for the ensuing year. 

The Lodge was then Closed. 

sine die. 
W J Dawson G Sec. 
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